
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                    

                                 

 

 
 

 
 

December 7, 2025 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

  Worship Service – 10:00 a.m. 
 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” 
 

Prelude as Congregation Gathers 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Bringing in the Light 
               
Hymn   “O Come All Ye Faithful”   (Verses 1-4)     UMH#234      
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb; Son 

of the Father, begotten, not created; 
 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
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See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks, draw nigh to 
gaze; we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 
 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Advent Candle Litany     Carol & Gordon Kennedy 
 

Leader:  Isaiah 9:6:  “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 

Today as we light the second candle, we remember that Jesus came as the Prince of 
Peace. Jesus brings us peace with God through forgiveness of sins. He teaches us to 
live at peace with one another. He gives us peace in our hearts through his promise to 
be with us always through his indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 

Unison Prayer 
Lord Jesus, you are our source of peace.  May we be instruments of your 
peace to an anxious and conflicted world.  Come, Lord Jesus, and bring your 
perfect peace.  Amen 
 

Hymn    “The Friendly Beasts”     UMH#227 
 

Jesus, our brother, strong and good, was humbly born in a stable rude, 
and the friendly beasts around him stood, Jesus, our brother, strong and good. 
 

“I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown, I carried his mother uphill and down, 
I carried his mother to Bethlehem town; I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 
 

“I,” said the cow, all white and red, “I gave him my manger for his bed, 
I gave him hay to pillow his head; I,” said the cow, all white and red. 
 

“I,” said the sheep with curly horn, I gave him my wool for his blanket warm, 
he wore my coat on Christmas morn; I,” said the sheep with curly horn. 
 

“I,” said the dove, from the rafters high, I cooed him to sleep that he should not cry, 
we cooed him to sleep, my mate and I; I,” said the dove, from the rafters high. 
 

Thus all the beasts, by some good spell, in the stable dark were glad to tell 
of the gifts they gave Emmanuel, the gifts they gave Emmanuel. 
 

A Time for the Child In Us All 
 

Praise Song     “Here I Am to Worship” 
 

Light of the world,  You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see beauty that made this heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
 

So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God and You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 



King of all days, Oh so highly exalted glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came to the earth You created all for love's sake became poor 
 

So here I am to worship, Here I am to bow down here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy altogether wonderful to me 
 

And I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross 
 

So here I am to worship here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God and You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 

So here I am to worship, Here I am to bow down here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 

Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see  
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Sharing Our Joys and Concerns  
 

Pastoral Prayer     Pastor Jim Garrison 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 

Prayer for Illumination       
Lord Jesus, Living Word who became flesh and dwelt among us, send your 
Spirit that as we hear your written word read and preached, we may hear 
your word of life to us today.   Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading         Luke 2: 21 – 24 and 3: 21 – 22    Carol Kennedy 
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name 
the angel had given him before he was conceived. When the time of their purification 
according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with 
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
 

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 

                         This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon   “Animals of Advent:  The Dove”   Pastor Jim Garrison 
 



Hymn     “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”    UMH#229 
 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. 
 
The Lord’s Supper  

A PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR ADVENT 
(From At the Lord's Table, #10) 

 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Father, in this season when we celebrate the coming of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
give you thanks and praise. 
 

You created all things and called them good. You made us in your own image. Even though 
we rebelled against your love, you did not desert us. You delivered us from captivity and made 
covenant to be our Sovereign God. You spoke to us through prophets, who looked for that day 
when justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

Therefore, with the prophets and all who have looked for a better age to come, with your 
people in all ages and the whole company of heaven, we join the song of unending praise, 
saying: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of Power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy is your name, and blessed is your son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time 
to be a light to the nations. You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts and have 
mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation. You put down the mighty from 
their thrones and exalt those of low degree. You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich 
you send empty away. 
 

Your own Son came among us as a servant, to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. He 
humbled himself in obedience to your will and freely accepted death on a cross. 
 

On the night he offered himself up for us he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 
  

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and 
said: "Drink from this, all of you; for this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you 



and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me." 
 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection. you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from captivity to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant. Therefore, in 
remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we ask you to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, which we offer in union with Christ's sacrifice for us, as a living and 
holy surrender of ourselves, 
 

Send the power of your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts, that in the breaking of this bread 
and the drinking of this wine we may know the presence of the living Christ; be one body in 
him, cleansed by his blood; faithfully serve him in the world; and look forward to that day 
foretold by prophets and apostles, when the One who came in humility and who comes today 
in Word and Spirit shall come in final victory. Through him, with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
Benediction in Song:                   “Go Now in Peace”  
 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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Postlude                                                                                                      
Celebrating Christ by Serving All 

Announcements 

The Advent Supper & Christmas Carols is December 13 beginning at 4:30 pm in the 
Social Hall. Please sign up on the back table for what food you will bring and make plans 
to attend with family and friends. 

December 19 MUMC will host Music Viva, a renowned husband and wife team playing 
the violin and cello, beginning at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, performing Advent 
Reflections, musical pieces with readings. Bring friends and enjoy this musical gift. A 

love-offering will be received. 

Meetings This Week      

12/10    Nurture & Care   5:30 pm  (CR) 

Birthdays This Week 

12/11  Kyle Garrison 

Anniversaries This Week 

12/  9  Mike & Vivian Chicconi 


